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CITY OF LA CAÑADA FLINTRIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-15 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA 
CAÑADA FLINTRIDGE, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING A COMMUNITY 
GRANT PROGRAM AND APPROVING THE COMMUNITY GRANT 
PROGRAM POLICY ATTACHED HERETO AS COMMUNITY GRANT 
POLICY 

WHEREAS, the City of La Cañada Flintridge is a small general law city that operates 
under a lean staffing model and relies substantially on contracted services for municipal 
operations; and 

WHEREAS, due to its limited staffing structure and contracted service model, the City 
does not directly provide certain recreational, cultural, educational, and community-based services 
that may otherwise be provided by larger municipalities; and 

WHEREAS, nonprofit community organizations frequently provide programs and 
services that advance municipal purposes and serve City residents in areas that the City does not 
directly administer; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that partnering with qualified nonprofit organizations 
to provide such programs and services is an efficient and appropriate method of delivering public 
benefits to residents; and 

WHEREAS, Article XVI, Section 6 of the California Constitution prohibits gifts of public 
funds but permits expenditures that serve a valid municipal and public purpose; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that financial assistance to qualified nonprofit 
organizations, when structured with appropriate safeguards and accountability measures, serves 
legitimate municipal purposes including public health and safety, cultural enrichment, recreation, 
education, civic engagement, and services to vulnerable populations; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council desires to establish formal standards governing 
eligibility, fiscal limits, accountability, risk management, and administrative procedures to ensure 
transparency, equity, and compliance with applicable law. 

SECTION I: ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM 

The City Council hereby establishes the City of La Cañada Flintridge Community Grant Program 
for the purpose of providing financial assistance to eligible nonprofit organizations that deliver 
programs and services benefiting City residents in areas that further municipal purposes and 
supplement services not directly provided by the City. 
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SECTION II: ADOPTION OF COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM POLICY 

The Community Grant Program Policy attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein 
by this reference is hereby adopted. 

The City Manager is authorized to administer the Program in accordance with Exhibit “A” and to 
develop administrative procedures consistent with the adopted Policy. 

SECTION III: PUBLIC PURPOSE FINDING 

The City Council hereby finds and determines that: 

1. Due to the City’s small organizational structure and reliance on contracted services,
certain programs and community services are not provided directly by the City;

2. Nonprofit organizations may effectively provide such services on behalf of, or in
partnership with, the City;

3. Funding provided pursuant to the Community Grant Program constitutes a lawful
expenditure serving a valid municipal and public purpose; and

4. Each grant awarded under the Program must comply with Article XVI, Section 6 of
the California Constitution and the standards set forth in Exhibit “A.”

SECTION IV: PROGRAM FUNDING LIMIT 

Total annual funding for the Community Grant Program shall not exceed Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($500,000) or two percent (2%) of the General Fund Revenue, whichever is less, as 
determined during the annual budget adoption process. 

All funding is subject to annual appropriation by the City Council. Adoption of this Resolution 
does not obligate the City to fund the Program in any given fiscal year. 

SECTION V: COUNCIL DISCRETION 

Nothing in this Resolution or in Exhibit “A” shall be construed to create any entitlement to funding. 
The City Council retains full discretion to approve, modify, or deny any funding request. 

SECTION VI: POLICY REVIEW AND AMENDMENT 

The Community Grant Program Policy shall be formally reviewed by the City Council at least 
once every five (5) years. 

The City Council may amend, suspend, or terminate the Program at any time by resolution. 
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SECTION VI: SEVERABILITY 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Resolution is for any reason held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this 
Resolution. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 3rd day of March, 2026. 

________________________________ 
Kim Bowman, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_________________________ 
Tania Garcia, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

_____________________________ 
Adrian R. Guerra, City Attorney 
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State of California ) 
County of Los Angeles ) ss. 
City of La Cañada Flintridge ) 

I, Tania Garcia, City Clerk of the City of La Cañada Flintridge, California, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 26-15 was duly adopted by the City Council of the City 
of La Cañada Flintridge at a Regular Meeting held on the 3rd day of March, 2026, by the following 
vote: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: DAVITT, EICH, FOSSAN, HOBSON, AND BOWMAN 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: NONE 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: NONE 
ABSTAIN:  COUNCILMEMBERS: NONE 

Dated: March 3, 2026 

____________________________ 
Tania Garcia, City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL POLICY BOOK 

No. 
404 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNITY GRANT 
PROGRAM POLICY 

DATE REVISED: 
BY RESOLUTION: 26-15
PAGES: 

01172.0001 2055374.3

PURPOSE: 

The Community Grant Program is established to provide limited financial assistance to qualified 
nonprofit organizations that provide programs, services, or activities that benefit the residents of 
the City of La Cañada Flintridge and align with City Council priorities. 

This program is adopted in recognition of the City Council’s authority to expend public funds for 
valid municipal and public purposes consistent with Article XVI, Section 6 of the California 
Constitution. 

PROGRAM FUNDING LIMIT: 

 Total annual funding for the Community Grant Program shall not exceed $500,000
or two percent (2%) of the General Fund Revenue, whichever is less, as
determined during the annual budget adoption process.

 Funding is subject to annual appropriation by the City Council.
 Awards are discretionary and do not create entitlement or expectation of continued

funding.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 

To be eligible for funding, an applicant must: 

1) Be a nonprofit organization recognized under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c) &
State of California.

2) Be in good standing with the State of California

3) Maintain its principal place of business within the City of La Cañada Flintridge, or
demonstrate that the majority of the funded services directly benefit City residents.

4) Provide a completed IRS Form W-9.

5) Not receive other financial assistance from the City during the same fiscal year, including:
a) Other City grant programs
b) Fee waiver programs
c) Direct service contracts (unless expressly authorized by the City Council)

6) Propose activities that:
a) Serve a defined public purpose;
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b) Are not currently provided directly by the City;
c) Are not substantially duplicative of services already available within the City through

City-partnered organizations; and
d) Represent programs or services the City Council has determined to be in the public

interest to support.

PUBLIC PURPOSE AND GIFT OF PUBLIC FUNDS COMPLIANCE: 

To ensure compliance with Article XVI, Section 6 of the California Constitution (prohibition 
against gifts of public funds): 

1) Each grant must serve a clear and direct public purpose, which may include:

a) Public health and safety;
b) Recreational, cultural, or educational enrichment;
c) Services benefiting vulnerable or underserved populations;
d) Community beautification or civic engagement initiatives;
e) Other municipal purposes consistent with City priorities.

2) The primary beneficiary of the funded activity must be the public, not a private individual
or organization.

3) Incidental private benefit shall not invalidate funding if the predominant purpose is
public.

4) Applicants must clearly demonstrate in their application how the requested funds serve
a municipal purpose and benefit City residents.

Failure to establish a valid public purpose shall result in denial of funding. 

FUNDING LIMIT PER ORGANIZATION: 

No single organization may receive more than: 
• 40% of the total annual program allocation;

The City Council may adjust these limits by resolution. 
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APPLICATION AND PRE-AUTHORIZATION PROCESS: 

1) Applications shall be submitted annually during the City’s budget development process.
2) The application and budget adoption process shall constitute pre-authorization of eligible

expenditures.
3) Applications must clearly identify:

a) Specific use of funds;
b) Detailed budget and timeline;
c) Public benefit;
d) Measurable outcomes;
e) Whether funds are for operations or a defined project;
f) All other funding sources.

4) Required documentation shall include:
a) Most recent financial statements (audited preferred);
b) Organizational budget;
c) Proof of nonprofit status;
d) Good standing documentation;
e) IRS Form W-9.

Incomplete applications may be rejected. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA: 

Applications shall be evaluated based on: 
 Demonstrated public benefit to City residents;
 Alignment with Council priorities;
 Organizational capacity;
 Financial sustainability;
 Measurable outcomes;
 Avoidance of service duplication.

The City Council retains sole discretion in funding decisions. 

FUNDING DISBURSEMENT: 

1) All grants shall be provided on a reimbursement basis only.
2) Reimbursement requests must include:

a) Itemized invoices and receipts;
b) Proof of payment;
c) Documentation demonstrating public benefit.

3) No advance payments shall be issued.
Funds must be expended within the fiscal year unless otherwise authorized. 
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GRANT AGREEMENT REQUIREMENTS: 

1) As a condition of funding, recipients must execute a written Grant Agreement including:
2) Scope of Work;
3) Approved budget and eligible expenses;
4) Non-discrimination clause;
5) Indemnification provisions;
6) Insurance requirements (see Section 10);
7) City’s right to audit;
8) Reporting requirements;
9) Marketing and recognition provisions, including:

a) Recognition of City support in materials;
b) Prior City approval of materials referencing the City;

10) Termination and clawback provisions.

No funds shall be disbursed until the agreement is fully executed. 

INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS: 

Where grant-funded activities involve public events, use of City facilities, or present potential 
liability exposure: 

1) The recipient shall maintain general liability insurance in an amount determined by the
City’s Risk Manager.

2) The City shall be named as an additional insured where appropriate.
3) Proof of insurance must be provided prior to execution of the Grant Agreement..

REPORTING AND AUDIT: 

Recipients must: 
1) Submit a final performance and financial report within 60 days of project completion or

fiscal year end.
2) Demonstrate funds were used solely for approved purposes.
3) Maintain financial records for a minimum of four (4) years.
4) Permit the City to audit records related to the grant.

Failure to comply may result in repayment and ineligibility for future funding.. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST: 

Applicants must disclose any City official serving on their governing board. 
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City officials shall comply with the Political Reform Act and recuse themselves where required. 

PROGRAM REVIEW AND SUNSET PROVISION: 

To ensure fiscal responsibility and program effectiveness: 

1) This policy shall be formally reviewed by the City Council at least once every five (5)
years.

2) The City Council may amend, suspend, or terminate the program at any time.
3) Continuation of the program is subject to annual appropriation.
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