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Architectural Styles

Introduction

The architectural styles in this design manual are carefully chosen based on the prevalent architectural
styles in La Caiada Flintridge and include the following styles:

Spanish Colonial Revival Style
Mediterranean/Italian Renaissance Style
Monterey Period Revival Style
Craftsman Style

Tudor Style

Colonial Revival Style

Cape Cod Style

Noukwne

Eclectic Style: A mix of styles to create an eclectic style that incorporates elements from various
historical styles to create a new and original style is acceptable as long as the styles are visually cohesive,
fit together seamlessly, and use compatible materials and colors.

The following sections identify key architectural attributes of each style.

Spanish Colonial Revival Style

Source: Flickr - Steven Martin, HDR Creme — Bob1140

Description

Spanish colonial architectural style, prominent from the late 15th to the early 19th centuries during the
period of Spanish colonization in the Americas, represents a blend of Spanish architectural traditions
with indigenous influences and local materials. This style is prevalent in many regions that were part of
the Spanish Empire, including parts of the United States (particularly California, Texas, Florida, and the
Southwest), Mexico, Central America, and South America.

Overall Building Design
* Simple, practical layouts, often organized around a central courtyard or patio.
e Buildings typically have a low, sprawling appearance.
* Open-air courtyards providing light, ventilation, and a social space within the building.
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» Indoor-outdoor continuity of patios and terraces

Roofs
« Distinctive red clay tiles arranged in a low-pitched gable or flat configuration tile parapet cap.
« Eaves that extend beyond the walls to provide shade and protection from the elements.
e Interior ceilings often feature exposed wooden beams.

e Walls are thick in appearance.

» Use of adobe bricks and stucco finishes, offering durability and a smooth, whitewashed
appearance.

« Often painted white or light colors to reflect sunlight.

*  Wing wall as needed or accent side walls.

Articulation and Decorative Elements
» Decorative iron grilles, railings, and lanterns.
» Colorful ceramic tiles used for flooring, stair risers, and fountains.
e Ornate stucco work around windows and doors.

Windows and Doors
e Use of arches in doorways and windows for an elegant, traditional look.
¢ Robust, often carved wooden doors with metal hardware.
e Large focal window on front fagade
*  Smaller windows to minimize heat from direct sunlight, often with wooden shutters or iron
grilles.

Materials and Colors

« Adobe bricks, clay tiles, and locally sourced wood.

e Predominantly white or light-colored exteriors to reflect heat, with natural earth tones for other
elements.

» Vibrant ceramic tiles for decorative purposes, adding bursts of color to the predominantly
muted color palette.

e Replacement of natural materials with similar looking and durable simulated materials is
acceptable.
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Mediterranean/Italian Renaissance Style
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Source: Flickr — architecturalstyles.org, istockphoto.com

The Mediterranean/Italian Renaissance architectural style is an influential architectural movement that
emerged during the Renaissance period, primarily in Italy, and spread to various parts of Europe and the
Mediterranean region. This style is characterized by its emphasis on symmetry, proportion, geometry,
and the regularity of parts as they are demonstrated in the architecture of classical antiquity. Below are
the key features of this architectural style:

Overall Building Design
« Symmetrical facades and floor plans, reflecting a sense of balance and order.
e Use of mathematical ratios to achieve ideal proportions and harmony in design.
» Often large and imposing structures, including palaces, villas, and churches.

» Low-pitched hipped roof or flat roofs with wide overhanging eaves.
e Terracotta roof tiles- a characteristic of the Mediterranean region.
« Incorporation of domes and cupolas, particularly in ecclesiastical and public buildings.

»  Stucco or stone walls, often with a smooth finish.
e Rusticated stone blocks on the lower levels for a solid appearance.
« Decorative painting techniques, including frescoes and murals, often adorn the walls.

Articulation and Decorative Elements
» Use of classical columns and pilasters (Doric, lonic, and Corinthian orders) for decorative and
structural purposes.
« Semi-circular arches and single- or double-barrel vaults.
» Rich decoration, including sculptural reliefs, friezes, and cornices.
» Entrance area usually accented by small classical columns or pilasters.

Windows and Doors
» Symmetrically placed to enhance the overall balance of the design.
* Rounded and arched windows, often with elaborate surrounds.
« Upper story windows are often smaller and less elaborate than ground floor windows.
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e Large, often intricately carved wooden doors, sometimes with metal accents.

Materials and Colors
» Stone, terracotta, and wood.
» Earthy colors and pastel shades, reflecting the natural surroundings.
« Decorative tiles, particularly in flooring and staircases.

e Replacement of natural materials with similar looking and durable simulated materials is
acceptable.

Monterey Period Revival Style

Source: Flickr — idesignarch.com, houzz.com

The Monterey Period Revival architectural style is a distinctive blend of Spanish Colonial and American
Colonial influences, originating in California in the mid-19th century and experiencing a revival in the
early 20th century. This style is characterized by its combination of traditional Spanish design elements
with features borrowed from the American East Coast colonial architecture, creating a unique and
picturesque aesthetic.

Overall Building Design

e  Typically, two stories, emphasizing verticality.
e Simple, rectangular floor plans often centered around a courtyard or patio.

Roofs

e Gabled or low-pitched roofs, often covered with red clay tiles or shingles with central hipped
dormer.

¢ Overhanging eaves provide shade and protection against the elements.

e First floors usually feature stucco walls, while upper floors often use wood siding, reflecting the
blend of Spanish and American influences.
e Stucco finishes are typically smooth and whitewashed.

Articulation and Decorative Elements

e Prominent wooden balconies on the second floor, often cantilevered and supported by large
wooden brackets.
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» Decorative wrought iron railings and grilles add a traditional Spanish touch.
» Square or rounded columns with simple capitals
» Large chimneys

Windows and Doors
«  Windows with multiple panes, often double-hung or casement styles, reflecting American
Colonial influence.
»  Wooden shutters, typically functional and decorative, are common on windows.
» Large, solid wooden doors with decorative ironwork.

Materials and Colors
« Use of both stucco and wood, creating a contrast between the heavy, solid lower floors and
lighter upper stories.
« Predominantly earth tones for stucco, with natural wood finishes and occasionally pastel accents
for trim and details.
¢ Replacement of natural materials with similar looking and durable simulated materials is
acceptable.

Craftsman Style

Source: Pinterest, advanceshousingplans.com

The Craftsman architectural style, which emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, is a
distinctively American architectural movement that emphasizes handcrafted artistry, natural materials,
and a strong connection to the surrounding environment. Originating from the Arts and Crafts
movement, which advocated for traditional craftsmanship and simple forms, the Craftsman style
became particularly popular through the work of architects like Greene and Greene.

Overall Building Design

e Horizontal emphasis on design and low-pitched roofs.
e Open, flowing spaces with minimal separation between rooms, creating a sense of spaciousness
and connectivity.

Roofs
e Low-pitched, gabled roofs with wide overhanging eaves.
e Exposed rafters and decorative brackets under the eaves.
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Walls
« Natural materials like wood and stone, often with shingled or clapboard siding.
» Exterior colors tend to be earthy tones, such as browns, greens, and grays, to blend with natural
surroundings.
» Exposed brick foundation

Articulation and Decorative Elements
* Woodwork and intricate joinery.
« Stained glass, handcrafted tile, and decorative metalwork.
e Brick chimneys

Windows and Doors
e Double-hung windows with multiple small panes in the upper sash, often arranged in groups.
e Prominent front porches supported by thick, tapered columns or pedestals that extend to the
ground.
e Sturdy wooden doors often feature small, rectangular windows or glass panels with decorative
mullions.

Materials and Colors
« Natural and locally sourced materials like wood, stone, and brick.
e Warm, natural color palette that includes rich woods and soft, earthy hues.
* Replacement of natural materials with similar looking and durable simulated materials is
acceptable.

Tudor Style
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Source: geography.org.uk, dreamstime.com

The Tudor architectural style, which originated in England during the Tudor period (1485-1603), is
characterized by its distinctive medieval elements combined with Renaissance influences. This style
became popular in the United States in the early 20th century as part of the Tudor Revival movement,
known for its charming, picturesque appearance reminiscent of English country cottages and grand
manor houses.

Overall Building Design
e Irregular, asymmetrical layout with varying roof heights and complex floor plans.

Draft — March 2025 8
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» Steep pitched roofs, often with multiple gables and dormers, creating a dynamic roofline.
« Large, elaborate chimneys are a signature feature, often with decorative chimney pots.

» High-pitched gabled roofs are common, often with intersecting gables and eaves.
» Slate or shingles roofing.

e Decorative half-timbering with the spaces between the timbers filled with stucco, brick, or stone.

» Lower portions of the

e walls are often made from brick (standard or clinker) or stone, providing a sturdy base and rich
textural contrast.

e Upper stories frequently use stucco or plaster, often painted white or in light colors to contrast
with the dark timbering.

Articulation and Decorative Elements
e Front doors are often arched and embellished with heavy wood and iron hardware.
e Use of medieval-inspired detailing such as carved wooden elements, leaded glass windows, and
stone mullions.
e Projecting bay windows and smaller oriel windows (which extend from the upper stories)

Windows and Doors
e Tall, narrow windows, often casement-style, with multiple panes of glass separated by lead or
wooden muntins.
e Decorative leadlight windows with intricate patterns, sometimes featuring stained glass.
» Sturdy, paneled wooden doors with iron studs and decorative hinges.

Materials and Colors
e Natural materials such as timber, stone, and brick (standard or clinker) to create a rustic, earthy
appearance.
e Dark timber framing contrasted against light-colored infill materials
» Predominantly earth tones for bricks and stones, with warm, natural hues.
e Replacement of natural materials with similar looking and durable simulated materials is
acceptable.

Draft — March 2025 9
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Colonial Revival Style

Source: Flickr — Steven Martin, Chirs Mayer

The Colonial Revival architectural style, which gained popularity in the United States during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, is characterized by its homage to the early American colonial architecture of
the 17th and 18th centuries. This style draws inspiration from Georgian, Federal, Dutch Colonial, and
Cape Cod architecture, emphasizing symmetry, classic detailing, and a sense of historical continuity.

Overall Building Design

e Balanced, symmetrical front facade with a centered door and evenly spaced windows.
« Simple, rectangular floor plans that are often two to three stories high.

e Gabled or hipped, with a moderate to steep pitch.

e Classical prominent porch

e Traditional gable or hip roof styles with dormers often added to increase attic space and light.
e Shingle or slate roofing mimicking the materials used in colonial times.

e Brick or wood siding often painted in white or muted colors.
e Horizontal clapboard siding is a common feature, particularly for wood-sided homes.
e May feature stone foundation.

Articulation and Decorative Elements
e Use of classical elements such as columns, pilasters, and pediments, particularly around
entryways.
e Decorative dentil molding and other intricate woodwork are often found along the roofline and
around windows and doors.
e Wide fascia boards
e Front doors are often paneled and may include transoms and sidelights.

Windows and Doors
e Typically, double-hung with multiple small panes, often six-over-six or nine-over-nine
configurations.
e Functional or decorative shutters.

Draft — March 2025 10
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« The main entrance is usually centered on the front facade, often accentuated with an elaborate
surround, such as a portico or pediment.

Materials and Colors
» Use of traditional materials like wood, brick, and stone
* Neutral colors such as white, cream, and muted earth tones
e Replacement of natural materials with similar looking and durable simulated materials is
acceptable.

Cape Cod Style

Source: certapro, architecturalteam.com. moving.com

The Cape Cod architectural style is a quintessential American home design that originated in the New
England region during the 17th century. This style has become a timeless classic, known for its simplicity,
practicality, and charming aesthetic. The Cape Cod style evolved from the early colonial homes built by
English settlers, adapted to withstand the harsh weather conditions of the New England coast.

Overall Building Design
»  Symmetrical design with a central front door and evenly spaced windows.
« Steep pitched roofs and dormers to maximize living space under the roof.
« Simple, rectangular footprint to make efficient use of space and resources.

» Steeply pitched gable roofs made with wood shake roof material with large overhang.
e Dormer windows to provide additional light and space in the upper story.
e Dominant cornice molding below eaves

« Clapboard or shingle siding often painted in traditional colors like white, gray, or natural wood
tones.

» Exterior surfaces are generally plain and unadorned, emphasizing the style's straightforward,
functional nature.

Articulation and Decorative Elements
e The Cape Cod style is known for its minimal decorative elements, focusing instead on functional
design.

Draft — March 2025 11
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« Use of simple, functional shutters are common and add to the structure’s charm.

Windows and Doors
« Double-hung with multiple panes, often arranged in a six-over-six configuration.
« Centrally located front door, sometimes flanked by simple pilasters or a modest pediment.
*  Windows are symmetrically placed around the central front door, enhancing the balanced
appearance.

Materials and Colors

» Use of locally available materials like wood for siding and shingles, reflecting the resourcefulness
of early settlers.

« Neutral or muted colors such as white, gray, or natural wood, often accented with dark shutters.

e Large central chimney made of brick is a common feature, reflecting the importance of a central
hearth for heating.

e Replacement of natural materials with similar looking and durable simulated materials is
acceptable.

Draft — March 2025 12
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Definitions

Alcove
A small, recessed section or arched opening.

Source: buechel stone

Arbor

An ornamental archway covered in vines or
climbing plants.

Source: veranda.com

Awning

A projecting secondary structure attached to
the exterior wall of a building which is designed
to provide shade and shelter above a window, a
door, or above the area along a sidewalk.

Source: generalawnings.com

Clinker Bricks

Clinker bricks are denser, heavier, and more
irregular than standard bricks. Clinkers are
water-resistant and durable but have higher
thermal conductivity than more porous red
bricks, lending less insulation to climate-
controlled structures.

Source: W Meinhart
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Casement

A window that has a hinge on one side, allowing
it to crack open in an outward direction for
ventilation.

Source: debesto.com

Clapboard Siding

Wooden siding of a building in the form of
horizontal boards, often overlapping.

Source: https://www.emmonsroofing.com/

Definitions

Cornice
Any projecting element that crowns an
architectural feature, such as a doorway.

Source: haddonstone.com

Decorative Grillwork

Decorative grating of metal, wood, stone, or
other material used as a screen, divider, barrier,
or as a purely decorative element.

Source: contemportist.com

Draft — March 2025
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Dormer

A roofed structure that projects out from the
sloped roof of a building and typically contains
windows.

Source: The Spruce

Double Hung Windows

While a single-hung window has one fixed, or
non-operable, sash and one operable, or
moveable, sash, a double-hung window has two
operable, or moveable, sashes.

Source: https://www.authenticwindow.com/

Eaves

The edges of a roof that extend beyond the face
of a wall. They serve both functional and
aesthetic purposes.

City of La Cafiada Flintridge ARCHITECTURAL STYLES DESIGN MIANUAL

Definitions

Source: https://www.nycrenovators.com/

Fascia
A vertical frieze or band under a roof edge, or
which forms the outer surface of a cornice.

Source: https.//www.wizehomedirect.com/

Gabled Dormer

A dormer that has a gable roof and protrudes
from an existing roof, creating additional space
and allowing sunlight to shine in.

Draft — March 2025

15



[ SAQNADA
| FLINTRIDGE |,

Source: https.//www.familyhandyman.com/

Gable Roof

The generally triangular portion of a wall
between the edges of intersecting roof pitches.

Source: https.//www.atozroofingdenver.com/

Hipped Dormer

A structure that projects out from the sloped
roof of a building on which the roof slope
downward to the walls on all sides.

City of La Cafiada Flintridge ARCHITECTURAL STYLES DESIGN MIANUAL

Definitions

Source: GAMCO Remodeling

Hip Roof
A roof where all four sides of the roof slope
downwards from the peak

Source: Study.com

Mullions and Muntins

Mullions are vertical supports that sit between
sashes in a window. They help maintain the
window’s structure.

Muntins are the grids on the glass that give the
appearance of individual panes. However, they
don’t offer any structural support.

Draft — March 2025
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Parapet

A low protective wall along the edge of a roof,
bridge, or balcony. The extension of an exterior
building wall above the roof structure.

Source: https://www.checkatrade.com/

Oriel Windows

A bay window located above the first floor of a
building and is typically supported by a
cantilever or corbels.

Source: Michael Baker International

Pediment
Triangular gable forming the end of the roof
slope over a portico, doorway, or window.

Source: Scotia Windows and Doors

Source: ADFoamShapes.com
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Pilaster

Upright architectural member that is
rectangular in plan. It serves both structural and
decorative purposes.

I (L

Source: https://stock.adobe.com/

Portico

A porch leading to the entrance of a building, or
extended as a colonnade, with a roof structure
over a walkway, supported by columns or
enclosed by walls.

Source: https://www.houzz.com/
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Definitions

Sidelights

A design element typically installed beside a
door or entryway. It consists of glass panels
supported by a wood or metal frame.

[

Source: trudoor.com

Structural Bays

Structural Bays are the spaces between posts,
columns, or buttresses along the length of a
building.

Source: https.//www.pinterest.com/
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Transom and Transom Window
Transom is a transverse horizontal structural
beam or bar that separates a door from a
window above it.

Transom windows are rectangular or
semicircular windows installed above a door or
another window.
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Source: https://www.pellabranch.com/
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