
What is an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (ADU)?

What is a Junior 
ADU(JADU)?

ADUs are independent living spaces that are no larger than 1,200 square 
feet and situated on the same lot as an existing or proposed residence. 
They must have a separate entrance and include all essential facilities for 
living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation. Commonly referred to as 
“granny flats,” “in-law units,” or “backyard cottages,” ADUs offer versatile 
housing options.

Junior Accessory Dwelling Units (JADUs) are similar to ADUs but are 
limited to 500 square feet and must be entirely contained within an existing 
or proposed residence. These units feature either their own separate 
sanitation facilities or share them with the primary residence, and they 
include an efficiency kitchen.

Why are they 
important? 

ADUs and JADUs offer an attractive and cost-effective solution for building 
new residential units. They accommodate both current and future residents, 
ensuring that La Cañada Flintridge continues to thrive for years to come.

Some popular forms of ADUs and JADUs are shown below:
New Detached 

ADU or Converted 
Detached Garage

Attached 
ADU

Basement 
Conversion 

(Attached ADU)

JADU (within 
proposed or 
exsiting SFD 
or accessory 

structure)

Above Garage 
Apartment (Attached 

ADU)

Review the Development Standards and zone requirements for 
ADUs and JADUs on the City’s website (linked on the bottom 
right of this page) regarding number of allowable units, rental 
terms, maximum size, setbacks, maximum height, parking, and 
other requirements. 

After confirming that your ADU concept meets all current 
Zoning, we advise that you work with an experienced 
professional to prepare the construction plans.

Follow the step-by-step building permit instructions on the City’s 
website to submit the plans for Building and Safety Review, 
tobtain your permit, then construct the ADU.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE VISIT:
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How to build an ADU or JADU:

URL: https://cityoflcf.org/accessory-dwelling-
units-adus-junior-accessory-dwelling-units-

jadus/

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
Program 8 of the La Cañada Flintridge Housing Element 


